thanks for his pains, and was told that his scheme had been based on conditions which were not likely to arise; that if exercises of this particular kind became known diplomatic complications might ensue; and that for the future they should be left alone. Whether invasion was a possible contingency or not was a matter upon which opinions had for long been divided, but as instructions for meeting it had been authoritatively issued, Smith-Dorrien was doing no more than his duty in giving his officers an opportunity of studying it.
King Edward paid his usual annual visit to Aldershot in May 1907, and also in 1908 and 1909. His custom was to arrive at 11.30 A.M. and leave about 4 o'clock the same day. As he did not ride, and as it was necessary that he should see as many of the troops as possible, the " scheme " had to be so arranged as to bring the troops near to places where his motor could be taken, and whence he could observe the operations. It was not an easy matter to achieve this and at the same time ensure that the various movements were properly connected and did not develop into unreal situations. One year the operations terminated with an infantry assault on the enemy's position, on the crest of which His Majesty had just arrived. Two battalions of the Guards made the assault at this point, and shortly afterwards, the " cease fire " having sounded, Grierson, the commander of the attacking side, arrived breathless near where the King stood. " Well, General," asked the King, " did you succeed in defeating the enemy ? " " Sir," said Grierson, with his usual diplomacy, " I threw into the assault all the troops at my disposal, including Your Majesty's Guards, and if they could not take the position no troops in Europe could ! " " Very good, very good," answered the King, with a broad smile on his face.
The last time King Edward saw the Aldershot troops at work was in 1909 at Emperor's Hill on the Chobham Ridges. In May the following year preparations were well advanced for another visit, but his death occurred a few days before the date on which he was due to arrive.
King George visited Aldershot several times when Prince of Wales, and has since regularly paid visits lasting for anastic school, school of cookery, aeroplane and balloon
